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Koreans use their own unique alphabet called 
Hangul. It is considered to be one of the most 
efficient alphabets in the world and has 
garnered unanimous praise from language 
experts for its scientific design.

Hangul was created under King Sejong during 
the Choson Dynasty (1393-1910). in 1446, the 
first Korean alphabet was proclaimed under 
the original name Hunmin chong-um, which 
literally meant "the correct sounds for the 
instruction of the people."

During his reign, King Sejong always deplored 
the fact that the common people, ignorant of 
the complicated Chinese characters that were 
being used by the educated, were not able to 
read and write. He decided to design a set of 
letters that was uniquely Korean and easily 
learnable, rendering it accessible and usable 
for the common people.

A Korean syllable is divided into three parts: 
Ch'osong (initial consonant), chungsong (peak 
vowel), and chongsong (final consonant).
The syllabic blocks can be arranged 
horizontally or vertically.   

By clustering characters in syllables, 
the viewer is able to read at a quicker pace. 
The learnability and accessibility of the Korean 
alphabet is evident by the fact that illiteracy
is virtually nonexistent in Korea. 

Throughout history, Hangul has been at the 
root of the Korean culture, helping to preserve 
its national identity and independence.
It is even celebrated with its own annual 
holiday (Hangul Day), and is considered one 
of Korea’s greatest achievements.

ㅁ“m”

ㅣ“i”

ㅍ“p”There are ten vowels (and eleven dipthong 
vowel combinations) and fourteen consonants 
(and five doubled consonants) for a total of 
40 phonemes. Characters are shaped with 
symbols (dots and circles, horizontal lines, 
and vertical lines) that represent the 
fundamental elements of the cosmology: 
respectively heaven, earth and humanity. 
Heaven is represented with a round dot, 
Earth with a horizontal line, and a vertical line 
as the symbol of mankind.   

All the vowels in the Korean language are 
combinations of dots, horizontal and vertical 
lines. These signs are further balanced into the 
the opposing energies of yang (bright) sounds 
and yin (dark) sounds. 

The Korean alphabet was consciously designed 
rather than just having evolved, so linguistic 
elements and relationships were deliberately 
built into alphabet. 

Korean consonants can be arranged into five 
groups based on depending on how the sound 
is produced within the mouth. Each of these 
representative consonants is a simplified 
diagram showing the position of the organs 
of the mouth in forming those consonants. 
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